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Ni magis in votis nec habui nec habeo, 
quam vt inter plures aliquos invenan.. 
qui de Fſtis indicare queant. Indicare 
autem non poſſunt,nift vtcunque Litera- 
ti  Rerum-vſu-periti. Ex his ſatis 
mihi pauci Leftores, ſat erit fi vel Vnus. 


For whereas MAIESTY muft be ſeene till withour ec- 
clipling, and SOVER AIGNTY ar all handes 
made able to ſubſiſt, if Subie&ts will bee happy, which 
nothing bur TRAFFICKE can effe& and maintaine: 


VVhilſt the wicked are ſuffred ro compaſle the Righteous, 
peruerſe Indgement doth daily proceede ; 


And Kingdomes become deſolate , where No man is 
found that layes TR AFFICKE to Heart, 
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Fw 4 ſhort and plaine Declaration, of the 
WxlrTeRs firſtentring and proceeding, 1n 


the Buſineſſe and Argumentof Txarrickst and 


CvsTtoMEs, forthe better vnderſtanding 
of this abridged and paraphraſed 
APOLOGIE, 


I He number is bur ſmall, at leaſt nor very Great, of Men fo 
ſenſeletle or weake of iudgement, bur that generall incon- 
ucniences they readily ſee and can eafily diſcerne; not+ 
withſtanding,to finde out the Grounds of publicke harmes 
AL and the meanes 7% cure them, is a ſtudy ſo intricate, 

Lag and a praftiſe lodangerous, that wary men holdeit ſafer 
ro prouude for priuate caſe, in regardotthe Time, then to buſic their wittes 
for any common Good, 

Bur how aduiſed ſocuer and reſpeRiuely wiſe in this kind, the moſt fort 
ſeeme to bezas wiſhing onely that all might go well, though not long of the- 5 
ſclues; yer few or none are found of fo ſtil a remper as not to complain,when 
publicke griefes worke their owne ſenſible ſmart. 

Such then as by long and extraordinary Patience,ſupping vp their pri- 
uate wrongs haue endcuoured to giue way to the ſtreame of publibke con» 
rumehes in hope of better daics; muſt needs be excuſd, if compeld at the laſt 
by Jawlefle Neceſvity to referre euents ro G 0D $ prouidence, in diſcharge 
of their Nuties ro H 1 wy their P KkinCEtand CovNrTRy, they ynder- 
rake the Defence of their owne Reputation in a Cauſe both publick and ge- 
nerall, The rather when as without purpoſe at all rogiue the leaſt of- 
fence to any,their intentions appeare to yeeld onely a reaſon of ſuch Diſfor+ 
ders in their preſent FunRion,as for want ot ſerious and iud'cious inſpeRi- 
on, or of true information haue hitherto by Ialoufie, Ignorance and miſcons 
ceit onely,giuen matter and occalions of their ſpecial diſgrace and obloquie, 

Eucn ſuch and none other haue the drittes and ſcopes bene of all my 
ſpeech and writings,about TRarrIcx and her Fributes by the general name 
of CYSTOMES. 

For hauing ſpent and conſum*d the beſt part of my Youth in publique 
Employments both at home and abroad, in SCoTLaND, FRANCE, & Fr ax 
- DERs,for 18 yeares togither;atcer the TREATY that was ended at Barwicke, 
1586. betwcene the late Queenc EL1zaBtTH of molt happy memorie, and 
our now dread Soucraigne Iams, called, Fedus arft:oris Amicitie inter Potent 
tiſiimos,&c. (the Record whereof in Scotizxd remaines of my hand) which by 
the Goodnetle of Gop, the Truth of his Title , and his Patience rogither , 
was a ſpeciall meanes at laſt, that brought his Sacred MatestyY ſo happily 
amoneſt vs, and ſo quietly hither : Becing deſirous to berake mee ro ſome 
ſtaied courle of life, I was by Friends perlwaded to become Cuſtomer of 
Kent, for the Ports of that Shire where 1 was both bred andborne : alluring 
me wirhall, that I might and ſhould thereby do Gop , my SoveRat cn, and 
my Covxry ſpeciall feruice, and ſo become Happy, 

Now, Happineſle indeed being thar State of lite, which all at leaſt wiſh 
for, and by all meanes belay; and the ObieQts of all Happineſſe being fixt in 
Gop-and K1xss, by ſeruing Kixss loyally, Men hope tobe happy, and fo 
did I, Vpon which Mortiue therefore being vrged fo by Friends , I vnder- 
rooke the Charge ſimply, and doubred no harme. 

But GoÞ becomes abuſed, and Kincs may be deceiued, and fo was I: and 
{o become many that ſecke to be happy, by colleing Cuſtomes, as the caſe 


non 


now Rands, in the Our*Porrs at Jeaſt, For was no ſooner entrea, but 1 
** found my ſelte ſurprizd, my former liberty turnd into thraldomylike the bon- 
dage of Egyprt,and wy life become ſubie& ro the Inquiſition of Spaine, 1a 
louſie and Swſpition firſt bound me hand and foore, with Sureties beſide, and 
then ſwearing me withall, to deale juſtly and wprighily betweene the Prince 
and the People with all my beſt endenours ; ſent me to my Charge,in thoſe De- 
ſerts and Plaznes, that lye neereſt of allothers to the Vilderneſſe of Sin, & Great 
Forreſt of Shifts: namely,to Rocheſter, Milton, Feuerfham,S axDvv1cn,& Douer. 
Where, for my comfort, I might diſcerne, © (which I could nor ſee before) 
of ph FFICK, ON _— all _ worke depended, like 
/ le of Traffickes diſorder, with- a Chariotout of order hung cleane awry, went backe- 
: « _ ny har may be ok ,and vn- ward and forward, as one ran were deninda and de- 
dert.he wonders, though they hazard Kinges and King- priufd of all her Cordials, Cata pantos cat*autos, and Ca- 


Comes, ſo they licke but their Fingers. And Marchants tholou proton was ſubie& ro ſwounding and often in a 


talke of Order to, by pretending the publicke, and intend 
| ym co gaine full * be confounded, Whilſt zone but on - 
Cuſtomers, at leaſt none more then they, haue meanes 
' both to ſee, andreaſon to diſcouer the Grounds of her Di- 
ieale, and lay the truth open : if they were n0t {0 preindged 
etdcondemned as they bee. 


trance, her face pale and wan, her pulſes dul and dead, 
and all ior want of Staples, 

Her Out-Ports abandoned, ike Places infeRed, or 
hanred with Spirits,or beſet with Harpyes to worry her 
from thence, if by chance She came thither. 

Her Houſes nenher wind-right nor water-tight,were 


| fld withluch Inſtruments, as loud her Cuſtomes bur 
as Rats do loue Cheeſe. Andfor all the ſecurity, that an honeſt Man can 
giuc, a Chriſtian atfoord, or that wiſedome can deuiſe : 
«Her Sernanis ſtill miſtruſted, and made Obie&s of Diſgrace, 
«Bewrayd thcirſad countenance, by the thinneſle of their checkes: 
«And their Seruice made a meanes to fatothers 1ntheir Place, 
*Whilſt they dranke cold water, and glad to leape at Lecekes. 
Inaword. Ifound T Razr1cxoutof Order, 
And yerI couldnort meruaile tho, 
For all on priuate profit waite , 
Where Proie&ts guided by conceite, 
Make worke for Emwpiricks and deceite 
And one Mans l, made all mens Fo. P 
This wade me to rub where it did not itch before, and wiſh as others did: 
O mibj preteritos reſerat fi Iupiter annos | 
| Car, Silepounosrenaiſtre et changer tous mes voeux, 
R I*apprendrois mieux ma Letre et ſerois bien heureux. 
Bur being now a Cuſtomer (in name ar the leaſt) and apt enough to learne, 
thogh not able yetto teach,I ſpent the two firſt years in obſeruing ofothers; 
and as my Shoe did wring me, bemoand my ſelfe and others. Firſt,ro M Tho: 
Fanſhaw then Remembrazcer of the Exchequer, to whoſe Study and Table I 
was cuer kindly welcome, who to the Lord chicfe Baron Pcriam, and Hee to 
the Lord Buyghley Lord Theſaurer of England ſhewed al my words and wri- 
tings : bur nothing ſtill came of ir, So that, finding noreleefe bur to frie in 
the Pan,or to leape into the fire,as I ſtood twixt doubr and feare, and ſtriu*d 


to go backward, mine Enthuſiaſme thruſt me forward, ſtill ſounding in mine 


care: 
Ton Ame ne doibt, ta flamme eſtant divine, 
' Rienaymer ny ſerur ſil ne'ſt egalaux Dieux,”- - — wr 4 D 
Thy Soule is ſobeſer by Vowes that ate Diuine, 
Thou ſhalrnor tread amiſſe, letnorthy heart decline, 
For Goodnts cries andcals thee forth, and Txvra is alſo thine, 
By whoſe perſwaſion when I had begun, my conſcience thruſt me forth, and 
thus preuail*datlaſt, 
4 


Teveulx doncg qu tun bel oger honore ma r1yne 


Et ſil fault que ie tombe Ie la'y vuulu des {, iculx, - Court 


Then Danger ſtand aſide (quoth I) fince Goopwes calles me to ir , 
If ought do pur me by ,t'is W1isBDoMEs hand ſhall doir. 

And lo addrefsing my leife to the GRavesr and W1sesT in Higheſt 
Authority, 1 wrote the Diſcourſe cf the preſent eſtare of Cuſtomes inthe 
Our-Ports of this Kingdome, that] Named and entituled the C v $sTo- 
MERS APOLOGY, which hcere being bur abridged, is ſo paraphraſd and fitted 
toa TABLE OF EPITOME of all my Works togither, for LoyraLry to read, and 
Poſteriry ro ponder,that the age at leaſt heereafter may be won to confeſle, 
that an Out-Port.C nſtomer atfefting to be happy, & beating our the way that 
leads to perfe& happineſſe, for Himſelfe and all Others, though working 
-all alone, hath broken the Ice ar leaſt, and according to his oath hath done 
his beſt Endeuour, 


Tho: Mules, 
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An Abrideementof the CvsTowt rs 
APOLOGIE, after 23, yeares ſeruice 


and Experience, 


Here isnot a Name among Free-borne Subiefts 7c 17 he noe Tg 
in this Ifland of Gxrart-BritTtAlNE, more Ga i 
wrongfully traduced, -thenthe name of Cuff fo oc. 
| =>}. mers ; nora function more diſordered, to the - ; = RES SS 
JE SDA KiNGs difhonour and KinGD 0M: 5 loſſe, Red n oo o 

then that of Cuſfomes. Cuſtomes I ſay ſuch as follow Trafficke 

as Effeits do their Canſe,and are as due to Kingly MMonarkes, as 

the Crownes ypon their Heads : And by Cyſtemers, I meane a 

kinde of Creatures capeable aſwell of Religion as Reaſon, Free 

men by birth, and of beſtEducation ; Men cuery way happie, 

ſaue in their Names and Callmgs, and in nothing more vnhap= 

py then the places of their FunRions, the OvT-P ok Ts ofthis 

Kingdome, And yet no maruell or wonder ar all, For /gno- 

rance ! Ignorance ! that Midwife of [do/atry and Nurſe of, Super 
ſtition,being iniurious vnto G 0D aſwell as his LitvTexANTS, 

co Religion as Tyſtice, in Tythes as other Tributes, is at deadlic 

feud by conſequence with Cuſtomers and Cuſtomes, So that, 

looke but how [gnorance becomes ſubie& ro Sufpition, and the 

Man that's once ſuſpected is faide to be halfe hang dzand how 

Men but hang'd at Wapping are not iudged fully dead till like- 

Wiſe they be drowned : ſo fares it at this day with the Cufo- 

mers of this Land, in the O vT-PorTsImeane, that I ſlander 

not L onÞ oN, Butz compare them to brute beaſts, and their 

caſe is yet worſe ; for euen their Cries in Extremities, are helde /» g, ſeveral Treaties, 

but for Ecchoes, in their Deſerts and Plaines that lye round a- Concerning TRAFFICKS 

bout the Valleyes of the WiLDERNESOfSinand GRE AT- ard Cyſtomes, 

FokEsT of Shifts , which moſt paſſe by and heare nor, ſome 

heare bur vnderſtand not, ſome vnderſtand but regard not, & 

no Man pitties, Nay /g#oranceand Malice combining toge- 

ther, leſt Envy ſhokd haue burſt, haue beene ſaide rosſpeake in 

publique, as if the breathes of Cx/tomers were infetiue, and 


their Places accurſt : That Cuſtomers were Publicans,and Publs» 
A Cans 


eAn Abridoement of th- 


| cans more then Sinners, That their zeale concerning TRAT= 
FICK £ waSprepoſterous, preſumprtuous, or pats1onate at the 
beſt. In a word, That their Truths were. lycs, and their greatet 
vertues vice, in the Out-Ports at leaſt. 

Ther's a Time (they ſay) for all thinges, and a Reaſon roo, 
Therefore, howſocuer it come to paſle, that /gworance as be. 
witcht can hatch noght but errors to Cr:ſ/omers dilgrace,thar as 
Acors neereſthand'are ſubie&t moſt ro blame ; be the Pubticar 
who ſhalbe,or the nc de what he can. And that Errors once 
inveterated hold on their aduantage, to K:gs diſhonor, King. 
domes loſſe, and Cuſtomers cumber ; Beſides, what hath beene 
ſpeld to make it appear, That,thogh Cx/fomers and Pub/icars be 
read for Synonimas without offence to citherzyet that Publicazrs 
& Sinners are two ſeucrall wotds,and imply a Diſtinction both 
in Manners and Men, That Minds appliant vnto Reaſon were 
guiltleſſe of paſsion, and that Nature ouer-borne appeales to 
Necelsity : One quod cogit ipſa, ſolet viig, defendere, Beſides all 
; this Iſay, to make it more then plaine, That Barnes are il! dingd 
i if they may not greet, Let this bee but adced for the Times yer 
to come, and Reaſons enſuing, 

For, if.in Reaſon)Reformation ſpeede beſt in looking backe- 
ward when things appeare amiſſe,it will eaſily be ſeen by that 
Which now followes That it wasnot thus with {nſfomers from 
the beginning, tillnoiſome Caterpillers blowne in by Eaſtern 
winds, creeping Informers, and confident Empirickes with re- 
percuſſiuve Phyſlicke (whome wiſedome in all ages hath ſhund 
or deſtroyd) began to ſhew themſelues. And as the reaſon of 
Diſorders, aſwell in their FunCtions as Trathckes DiſtraCtion, 
growes leaſt from their Perſons, whoſe wits haue no willes,nor 
Endeuours any Ends, but their Soxerazgres Honour, and Sub- 
iects happineſle, if they may be but well taught, So comparing 
revolutions of the ages that are paſt, with the happy difpohti— 
on of theſe eur preſent Times, Cuſtomers hauec their Reaſons 
t00, to looke for better dayes, and to hope to be happy (yct)as 
well as other Men, | 

For, ſince All men euen by Nature dehire to be Happy, and 
ayme at the leaſt at their higheft bliſle . If the higheſt of all 
bappineſſebee to lee ſacred Malt STY perſonally, andin the 
height of all Sublrmity SOV ERVIGNL YSubſilt, And if perſo- 
nalMaits TyYbeno where tobe ſeene neither in Heaven nor 
on Earth, but in Gop and K1ixGs: for as Aſtra Deo nil mains ha- 
bent, ſo Nil Regibus ipfis Terraceolit, & quorum nominibins ſantlins 
eſt nil, What is due firſt ro G o Þ, becomes due to Kinges, as 
his Lieutenants immediately, for KiNnGs areG o0Ds. So that, 
as the higheſt happineſle that Nature can affe&t, and Man ob- 
taincin Heauen and Earth, is toſec Go Þ face to face, and re- 
preſcn- 


— —— 
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prelented byKinGres, ancKiNGs by their Standards and 
Star:ipes of their Coines : ſo the ready way to either, is to give 
G 0D his Daties, and Soucra:gne K i NG stherr Rightes, which 
are the onely Ends of Cuſtomers Endeuors, But the Duties due 


to G 01, and which he graciouſly accepteth, being mediately 


paide tohis Pre/ates and Clergy at his TEMPL Es and Churches, 
(beſides Yowes, Prayers, Prayſes, and hearry Thankeſ- givings to 
himnſelfe and none ether immediately, beeing icalous of his 
Name) by his ovvne moſt wiſe afs1gnement are onely double & 
of two leverall kinds, namely, 7 ythes of Neceſsity, and Oblati- 
ons of Free-wili, The Ozetodeclaretheordinary Obſeruance, 
that makes the true Diſtinction and formal difference between 
the Creator and the Creature(as the Coyner and the {omme)with- 
out Idolatry, The other to demon(tratEthat frankneſle of /oxe 
which ought to proccedefrom the hearts of his owne and pe- 
culiar People, without Saperſtution, Now, looke what D e1TY 
requires to bee honoured by , for the maintenance of Religion 


Ecclefizſtically,the fame ro REGALiTyY doth hold as a con- 


ſequence both in Attributes and Tributes forthe maintenance 
of Iuſtice politically; like O6:efts, like Endes, MalesTY and 
Lov x, by two like kindes of Daties, Neceſsity and Free-vvill ; 
the One muſt till ſubfiſt, and the Other may not be bound, 

And whereas MA1tsry (as aforeſaid) being Perſonally feene 
inthe higheſt Sublimity of heauenly or Earthly SoveR aron 
TY, muſt, may, and can but ſubfift ; Looke what Tythes are to 
G oD, beſides Ob/ations, the ſame are Cuſtomesto K 1 xGs be- 
ſides Aydes and Subſides, And beyond the bounds that W 1s t-- 
DOME layes out for the practiſeof TRVET H, Drſcretion may 
hunt but ſhall inde nought but Errors as [gnorance doth, For 
what exceeds, or istoo little, is but Popery or Preciſeneſſe,to be- 
witch Chriſtian—Catholiche- ApoJtOti, ke Religion, and debauch 
Civill-Inſtice both in Church & Commonwealth, For as Omne ni« 
mim vertitny in vittum, lo Omne minium inimica et Nature, In 
a word, Looke what Qa:t-Rents are at Law-dayes and Court 
Barons to all Lords of Mannors, behdes Preſents of Free-hol- 
ders out of Lone and goodwill, by the lawes of /uſfice diftribu— 
tively ; the ſame are Cuffomesr ro K 1NG 5s inregard of their 
S raPLEsby the ſelfe ſame /uſtice Commntatizely, belides the 
Subſidies of Tonnage and Ponndage, Sojthat, purting, all this 
together to ſee the coherence of Religion and luſtice howthey 
{ill ſo hold together, that where both of them are nor , there 
can be neither; As, No Co vrTsknowno 9witrents, and No 
TzxMPLES,ro Tythes:ſoNoSTAPLES,no Cuſtomer, and 10 
no orderly Trafficke if any at all, Gov being a G 0 Þ of Order, 
3nd not of { enfuſion, 


Thus, To demonſtrate the happinefle of Giza EE 
aboue 


FX - 


eAn Abridgement of th: 


aboue all the world beſides,Religion ſends all men to ſccke and 
ſee Go D therein his TEMPLESand Churches, And, All re— 
rurre him Homege of their firſt fruices, {or»e and Cattle yearely 
more or leſle, according to the meaſure of bis owne bleſied cncreaſe 
by the name of appropriated & predial Tyths,befides Freewill Of- 
ferings; maintaining as it were a kinde of free Trafficke and or- 
derly Commerce betweene the Turk 9NEof G oD1n heanen, & 
his CyvRcuvpon Earth,forthe practiſe of TR vTH and daily 
vic of GooDNeE SAll Heavenly Inſpirings downeward, and all 
holy Defrres vpwards being as Angels or Marchants betweene 
Gop himſelfe and vs. 
Whereby, as all admire his M a1tsTY inthe bearty and bo- 
lineſſe of his ſanftified T eMPLus with voſpeakeable comfort 
contemplatinely : (0, All are prouided for, both in Conntenance & 
Maintenance, that ſerue athis ALTARs, and the meanneſt 
made able at leaſtto liue thereby. And, Thus likewiſe /uſtice 
there, helpes Loxvsto the Quit rents of all their Aſannors, 
Andat fixedCovR Ts and Termes,giuing euery man his Right 
byMzevmandT vv n,aſwell the Soveraigne with the Subret?, 
as the Swbiett each with other,yeelds bread ro-the meaneſt, And 
All enioy their birth-rightsto the generall Lawes at home,and 
Treatiſe of Enterconr(e (or entendeth ſo at leaſt) ro grow vppe 
thereby and liue to doe ſome ſeruice inthe Church or Common- 
wealth, diftributiuely: as it would do for (uſtomes and Cuftomers 
to, if Trafficke had her right per leges mercatorias and Courts of 
Pieds-PouldresatSTaAPpLESand MINTS (like T eMPLES & 
Altars) betweene Strangersand vs Commutatinely . But Traf- 
ficke wants herSTAPLEts,and fo conſequently 2Jynrs, tothe 
K 1 x 6s diſhonor, Kingdoms diſorder,and Cuſtomers diſcredit, 
For Trafficke wanting Staples,by hy/teron proteron and diſorder- 
ly Commerce, wants all her wonted helpesand' aſſured ſupplyes 
of Gold and Siluer Mines, that ſeru'd her 1 ntes with Bullion, 
and paide homage at her Ports tothe L 0K D of the Sole by the 
name of Cxſtomes before ſhe croſt the Seas; her Load/tones be- 
ing packt vp, and Stapled now beyond Seas by particular Con 
panes and priuate Societies reſiding in London, and hir Cuſtomes 
confounded betweene Merchants and Y ſarers by Billes of Ex- 
change. Sothat, whereas CvsToMEsatthePorTsfun- 
damentally duc from the workes of Art and Nature, for the 
royall Materials of our Woolles and Woolfels, Cloth, Tyn, Lead, 
and Leather, &c. laidevp at ourSTAPLEs foral!to buy and 
{cl there; in regard of forraigne Bullion, exchangde at our 
Mints for ready current money, were neceſſatily, properly,and 
perpetually without poſsibiliry of fraude or concealment, paid 
onely by STRANG ERs ordimarily, as Subſidies at Parlements 
en barterable wares, and things ſubicRro reſtraints, ypon vr— 
gent 


CvSTOMERS Apologie, 


ent Neceſsities, were paideby;SvB1tcTs extraordinarily ; 
the Body ill being bound by the Lawes of God and Nature, 
to maintaine and ſerue the Headz3s the Head is to gouerne and 
defend all che Aſembers ; Cuſtomers in GRE AT-BRITAINE, 
(inthe OvT-Porrs atleaſt) can no more diſcerne their $59- 
veraignes Engliſh Cuſtomer from Italian /mpoſitions and Spaniſh 
Impoſts ordetly; then our Byſhoppesand Prelares could diſtin- 
guiſh G 0D s proper prediall Tythes from Popiſh Peeter-pence and 
Supererogations extravaganth, it their Churches were defac't,or 
their TEMPLE spuld downe and tranſplanted beyond Seas,as 
STAPLESare. 
Nay, whereas verum & proprium Cints & Peregrini d-ſcrimen , ,. Punt 
eſt, A. Alter Imperio & Poreftari ( inil! a eAlt:r Inſſa E- RR - ”s 
Principis alieni refpmere poteſt : Illum Princeps ab hoſte 4que 4c Edn. Lugdanenſ. ts 
Cinium ininria teri tenetur, Hunc non items, nifi prin rovatus & 
bumanitatss officys impulſus : Such is the caſe for STRa4nGeRs 
all England now ouer (in the Out-portes at leaſt) that Cuſto- 
mers at this Cay (being neither G 0D s nor Prophets to gueſle 
by thc Goods the Birthright of their Owzers) can no more di- 
ftinguiſh a native home-bred Sabieft, from an Engliſh Free-born £4 
——_— wi Alienigena inthe Entries of their Books, Viuall words of E i 
nor a Merchant from an Yſurer by their Billes of Exchange ; then Cynomers me ry 6 wy 
our Clergie can diſcouer an Eng/y/b—(atholique-Chriſtian, from guith Englith*men from 
2 Romane-lewiſh-leſuite,by their habits and behaviour, or then Strangers by. 
the RoMAanzs them-ſelues coulde their Gentiles fromthoſe 
Tewes, thatleauing As 14 and IERVSALEM came firſte into 
ITALY andatlatttodwellat Roms, there laid the foundati- 
on of that Myfticall 1njquity and Ciuill kinde of Sine, whereof 
the Apoſtle then diſcerning did ſo long agoe forewarne: and 2, Theſſal, Cap.-, Verſe7. 
which at this day (being the maine Support of Popery)corrup- VsvaIs 
ting Rel:gion 8 luſtice both together(to confound Chriſtiani. —— A 
ty)ſo dire&ly endeuors to blow ypK 1nGsandKinGpons,,,” Fuke br cone _ cen 
with their Cuitomers and Cuſtomes Gunpowder-wiſe, VsvRY, ycring Diſributine Iuftice, & 
So that, Though Cuſtomers ſeeking Cuftomes,and know not by conſequent co herence 


how to finde them, are cuery wayperplext ; yet that which vndermining Religion, threa . 
ns confufion_ both in 


reeues them moſt, and to them ſeemes moſt ynkinde, is, That © 
Freie P ATRONE wanting Bullion, his BovNnTyis vndermingd, Church & Commonnealth 


without whichinSoVvERA1GNEs noSubiefts can be happy, 
For his Loadftones being tranſported and his Golden Mynes of 
ſtore, His Zoney ſeemes to faile, and his Myntes can ftampe no 
more, as heeretofore they did at Durham, Yorke, Canterbury, 
Wichefter, Exeter & Briſtol, aſwel asat the T o WER, His Ports 
runallto LonDON, whoſe Freedomes hold all vnder. And 
His MaGAZzinEesin HoltLanD make al! theworld to 
wonder, whoſe Ships and ſtrength ar Seas, ſo great, ſo huge, 


ſo firange,Showes how TRAFE 1 K furthers hippin ,and how 
B $SVRIB 
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VsvRyYcheckesExcHance,andallbecauſe SubieAs are ſuf- 


feredto be COYNERs, 
FAC A115 hs {.<£ 2 2 © King Edwardthe third, hauing learnd by Experience inlefle then 15.years 
tyal0g:, +2... 4111004 Of biscoltly wartes in France, both the Vicand Neceſvsiry of his auncienc 
"ie foe $ home-bred Staples (by him morgaged at Bruges bur for paſlage that way thi- 
i ther) inre gard of forraigne Bullion tobe brought in by Strangers, and the ſet- 
ling of Trafficke to afſure his Cuſtomes, enaed irby Stature, Thatno 


G Subie& of his, either Engliſh , Welſh, or Iriſh, ſhould buy any Commodities 
The p< 15 alſo & Statute extant totranſportthem beyond Seas, that were Stapled at New-Caſtle,Y orke, Lincoln, 
rok lot. a: odd mu the Hui; Norwiche, Canterbury, Chichefter, Weſiminſier,' Wincheſter, Exeter, and Briſtol! in 
P : O Fe De. England, Ar Carmartbia in Wales, or at Dublyn, Waterford, Corke & Drogdab in 
p FIR of any Fang Fes IS ” Ireland. Bur tranſporting that of Kent from Cantorbury to Calays, his Bullion 
12 dyde Sety on )_/<as 514 {4k rurndtoBraſſe, and his Cuſtomes were returnd by Billes of / ſry, which Mer. 
W—-.- ” .N +4, Chantscall Exchange, Whereby it came to paſſe, Thar as the conqueſt of Aſia 
Kings, + Ac 0 Hee by thoſe ancient warlike Romanes, and the lewes of Ieruſalem, paying Tri- 
ni becit AN - 94 /9yn1e of bute vnto Rome, layd the firſt foundation of Yſury in Europe (and Poperie in 
; ". Chriſtendom) which ar this dayſodire&ly vndermines Kings and Kingdoms.So 
Edward the 3. by tranſplanting his Staples, bur crofſc the narrow Seas, mor- 
gagd all Englandtor the Conqueſt of France, and ſpeciall care of Calays, & laid 
« the firſt foundation of Traffickes diſtemper and diſorder at home . Buc 
what cuer were the motiues of King Edward thereby, ſo ro wrong both him- 
ſeltc and all his Poſterity vnaduiſedly,(which rhe warres then ſucceeding be- 
tweene Lancaſter and Yorke gaue no leiſure to conſider) what vnſound*-r times 
haue bene found to do amiſle,the Ages ſucceeding muſt reforme as they may. 
And if Reformarion ſpeede beſt ſtillin looking backward , ler this bee worth 
the noting, Tyadition yer remembers. Namely, Thar whilſt 1uf/ice Commuta- 
tive by Standarrs at our Staples, for Number, Weights & Meaſures, for the free- 
dome of C ce, ſafery of all Perſons, and ſpeedy RE of all ſortcs of 
Strangers allyed vnto the Stare, per* Leges Mercatorias held Trafficke in good 
Order : ſixteen orſeuenteen ſeuecall Nations(which -. | / 
* By Leges Mercatorias vnderſiand Courts of Pieds- now do haunt our Neighbors) frequented England al- -— 
Pouldres,and ſuch like Cuftomarie Lawcs as being pre= together, and exchanging Goldand Siluer for readie U/ Cr ore eos 
Ciſely ſquard out to the Generality, Certainty and Indjf- currant Coine,to buy our Staple wares,forde all our F' <1 Ac 
ferency of the Iuſtice of this Kingdome and forrazgne Mints with Bullion, our Exchequer with Money,and paid .) 5a +:« a3r 
Contraftes Commutatine'y, are peculiar and proper to (uſtemes at our Ports before they croſt the Seas nor by ->,,.,,,.,{, 
Staples and Fayres, admitting no particular, partiall, Books of Raates,but authenticke Certificates with the 1, , ;? , -. 
nor doubtfiull, Deccite, Injury, nor Diſturbance, to Staple-Seale both for quantity and quality of all they | / 
Marter, Place, nor Perſon, for the ſpeedy diſpatch of there had bought, at theix owne compounded prices, ©, ** fl? 
Queſtions and diſputes betweene Buyers and Sellers. to a ſhilling or a peny . This ſhewedthe Maresry POT 2G I, 
And not the Charters of Contraft themſelues, as that of of our Kjngs and SoveRaicnty of our Kingdome,quo- © <8 © 0 
21. of Edward the firſt, that pointing at ſuch Lavues adviftum and Peſtitum , and powerfuinefle beſides, -? <tr: +3 
only, ſome haue ſtyld Cat*cxochen Charta Mercatoria, our Trafficke being the Chariot and our Shipping being #7 & ©#4 1 
the wheels that bore our glorious Lights,al the world Z-.-- 7.4.05 
ouer, By This King Henry 3. could both ſpare and tranſport, to pay bis Ga--# /.\,,,, 
riſons of Gafcoigne, Guyen, and Aquitaine in PR thirty Barrels at once of © | «2 * 
coynd Gold and Siluer,when the Ounce bu the Standard exceeded nor xx.d ES tn 
And ill this began to faile him (I meane forraigne Bullion) who triumphe ©* © © 7247 
more in France then the aforeſaid King Edward? For, Reaſon then per- /© © * 
ſwaded, and Experience made it good. That, though Money were the beames 
to ſhew ſacred MaizsTY and extent of SoveRa1icnTtYinTraflicke by. ar:.} © x- 
c hauge the very light that made the world to ſec it +; yer that Bullon was the 
Sunne, Though Money were the Rudder and Sterne of all our ſhipping to 
cunne 


£1 tart an and tay es Lats, * 
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cunne our Trafhcke by, and Exchange the Cowpaſle to ouige all courſes right, 
yet that Bullion was the Pilot , F Though Money bee the bloed in the Bodye of 
Kings and Kingdomes which non ge may cope, and Exchange the ipirir 
that quickens cuery Member ; yer thar Bulldn is the Cbylus. And, though mo- 
ney be the dum berweene Soueraigne Kings and Subije&s, and Exchaunge 
the heauenly Myſtery thar ioynes them ſtill rogerher ; yer that Bu/zon beeing 
the SubRance in the Bady and blood of Kings, makes Gold and Siluer both e- 
ſteemed and cald King and _— ofthe world To conclude,if Goodzeſſe, 
Truth and 'iſcdome ſubſiſting ſtill rogerher by the name of Dz1 TY, made Man 
a modele of perfe ion like it ſelte, tor the Vſe and Good of All: And Grace 
begertting Bounty by the Goodnefſe of it ſelfe, hauefixtMaiztsryands o- 
VERALIGNTY inthe Perſons of ſome Men by the name of Krnss, for all 
SubieRs weale : by Humanity and Reaſon, Though Money, be that hande 
which crowning ſome Mens heads, to ſhew them to be Kings, pointes our the 
PkEHEMINENCK of their Goodneſſe, Trueth, and Wiſedome, by theyr 
Perſons, Power, and Place : and Exchange the PREROGATIY & that thewes 
by their Bounties out of Greatneſſe, Lowe, and Grace, which Men are the Kznges, 
and which Kings are the Gops that make their SubieRs happy : yerthat Gold 
and Sjluer of all the ſolid Bodyes that wiſedome can finde and Nature preſent 
at the Srandart of Tratb, ro fix Goodneſſe in by the name of Bu'hon , becing the 
anely Materials for finenefle and pureneſſe,wherby M a 1 x s T ry moſt thines 
and SOVERAI GNTY wolt ſubliſts by generall conſent; that Bounty by Grace 
may make Subie&s happy : looke what Goodreſſeisro G © Þ inhis power to 
create, the ſame is Greatneſſe ynto K1NGs in their powerfulnes of coyning by 
the name of Bownty, and Bullion is the Seare. The onely cddes is this,thar 
though creating and coyning, or coyning and creating do paſſe bur for Syne- 
vimas berweene Gop and Kyngs ; yet Gop in his creating cvynes All things of 
Nothing,by the Goodnefle of himſelfe, and Kinges muſt haue Matter to fixe 
their Greatneſſe in, and that is their Bullion, So that, though Money bee 
the Coine or Creature (which youlike) whereof Kings are onely Coyners or 
Creators as they pleaſe, and Exchange the Spirite of Bounty, for Number, 
Waight and value made currant in their Coins, for general behoof reciproke- 
ly: yer wanting Bulkon, they want Goodnefle fixt, alias Bounty, that's to ſay 
their Greatneſle, and then they want all, Happy therefore are thoſe 


Subie&s cuer, whoſe Soueraig nes by Grace diuinely bowntifall are ſo ſupplyed forraigne Contrats admit no parti+ | 


with Bullon, that they cannot be more too bountifull, then GOD may be roo 
Good : which though 1gnorance ſeeme to murter yet Cuſtemers dares nor 
thinke. 

The contemplation hereof onely, as ayming ar this happinefſe , though in- 
deede he miſt the Method with his EmpericketEmpſen and confident Dudley, 
made tbe wiſeſt of our Kings Hen.7. foto treaſure and ſtore all ſorts of 'Golde 
and Sjluer, that he left at his death, 53.hundreth chouſand pounds worth (the 
moſt part forraigne Bullion) whenthe ounce was 40. pence, which now ex- 
ceeds 5. ſhillings,and the weight of each peny 32.grainesof wheat inthe mid- 

or the care, which now amounts to 3+ pence, asthe pence coynd at Can- 
torbury, (yer exrant) make it cleare. ; 

Thus farre heeretofore I ſpeld andread'out (being forced to my Booke,and 
ſubic& ro correRion) by the letters and lines of rnine owne Alpbabet and Pr;- 
mer. Namely, Thar rhe right of Soueraigne Kings was vi ſol ſemper and al- 
rogether Bulljon; their Honor, their Coyne; their Glory, their Exchange; and Cu 
ftomes their onely Homage, and honeſt gaine; whereby Ma1zsrv being prebe- 
minent might well be ſcene withour ecclipſing, & Soueraigne Prerogative might 
likewiſc ſubGiſt, to make SubieQs happy, and Cuſtomers with the reſt. Burfin- 
dingour Sov3ral6GNE ſoftriprof his Staples, ſpoyld ofhis Bulton, and 
wanting the Cuſtomes, ſhould grow trom his ſtore, that his Myntes becing de. 


cayde 


By, Leges Mercatorias, wnderſiand 
alw.yes Courts of Pieds pouldres, 
Party luries, publicke Weights & 
Mc 1lures, and ſuch ſpecial Rules &+ 
Cuſtomes or immunities, 4s being 
preciſely ſquared out to the Genera- 
licy, Certainty, and [ndiffcrencie 
of the Common-Lawes at home,o 


6ulay, partial nor doubt{ul,. Deceipt, | 
Inury, nor Difturbance, to Matter,perſon, wor place, for 
the /peedy diſpatch of Queſtions and Debates between Buy 
ers andSellers, Making Staples to be 10%, Of 
their Lawes Lyturgies for al Fayres and to fol 
And not exerie ipecialty, Bonde, Bill, Stature, @ 
Charter-party , onely reledby ſuch Lawes, 1s not thas 
of 31. of Edward 1.though intituled Cat'exochen Chars 
ta Mercutoria, whereon ſome ftumbling of late (that main» 
taine Viile befare Honeſtum ) bave dewaſed againſt 
$275 4 newe [mpoſition,nexer granted «0 King 

nor any of our K;ngs, 107 beard of by Strangers : but contr at 
to the Ends of our Mercatory Lawes , that aime chiefely - 
Bullion, 1t being now in England 4 BY 
geat and ſerious queſtion, and crawes 
to be deſcided ,xv0 is and what is pro. 
perite a Stranger . For even they whd 
Cuſtomers by compulſion do enter in 
thezr Buals by the name of Aliens are 
ſo born or bred up in Eng'and by So- 
ucraigne Grace &r4 Fauour, and 
with their Wes, Weaiths, and (bil- 
dren thorc coatinually re/fiding : that - 
they can chilenge 19 protein; nor 
breath 21y Awe by Nate, Art,or 
wy ight, out 0nelic wubin Eng 


"2, 
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cayde, out of yſc, and our of worke, he was forſt to ſecke ayde by Subſidies and 
Impoſts, Impoſitions great and ſmall like Supereroggations, beſides lones ofhis owne 
for [ury by the name of Intereſh*$1d Merchanrs ſupplies : out of Dutie,Loue, 
and Feare,I could not but cry out : Ayes me alas, and woe 15 me therefore. So far 
off are Cuſtomers from guilin this behalke. 


_—— O—_ —___  _— c<—w 


” 3” This is the caſe of Cvs ToMERs concerning C/tomes, fir 
+ 200)" for the GrAvesT and WisesT now onely to confider, 
* © © 5" But in ColleRting the S vBs1p1t s of Tonnage andiPoundage, 
to the wonderof GopD and ANGELLEsS, they are yet farre 
Lachrime L1chrimarum. more difireſt, Et hinc Lachrime Lachrimari, For being ſworn 
at their Admiſsions to the ſcruice of the State, by all their beft 
Endeuours for the furtherance of free Trafficke to deale iuſtly 
and vprightly betweene the Soneraigne and the Subieft : and ſeeing 
that Lowe euen by Natere becomes firſt deſcendant before it can 
"4 28% aſcend(asin GopſoinKincs) ous reciproke at the laſt; 
and Charity next it ſe!fe ſtil, though Subietts live by Grace,they 

are euery way diſtraCted and defireto be taught: 


For, Haud Natura poteſt Inſto ſecernere iniguum., 
Wec vincit Ratio hoc, tantundem'vtpeccet, idemg| 
Ani teneros caules alieni fregerit horti, 

Et, Qui nofturnus Diviim ſacra legern, ADsS1T 
REGVvL A, peccatss que pens irroget 4quas, 


Ne Scntica dignum, borribil: ſeftere flagello, 


It is not in Djſcretions hand nor power to ſtay, 

Orholdthe Scales of /ftice in Subſidies vpright : 

Nor is that Reaſon good that mak'ſt all one, by day 

To crop a neighbors garden Leckes, & rob a Charchby night, 

A RvLE muſt guide the whole to keep the parts from ſwaruing, 

Andpuniſh faults in euery one according to deſcruing ; 

And not to thinke that every ſlip, 
Like deadly fin deferues a whip. 

So that, howſocuer /gnoraxce and her Fellowes haue ſo farre 

preuaild, that all things inGRs a t-Br1 Ta 1Nepaſſe currant 

inthe Ports by the name of Cu/towes, Subſidies and all, (as all 

our Church Duties are-called Tythes) which can bee nothing 

lefle; yet Cuſtomg:s at this day can no more diſtinguiſh be. 

> The Duke of 4lua (a Preuy tweene franke-haxted Subſidies and repining poſitions com- 

Counſailor ſome times in pulſorily, then ollr Parſons can their Offeringes of affeRioned 
England)withthe L. Paget, Deuotion meritoriouſly, without Lowe or Grace, For, if Cheere- 
GERI ator Ba faulneſe and Alacrity, the life and Soule of Sub/idies, be induce 
(his - 1b becingthen :;} ments ynto Grace, as coldnefle in affeRion makes Preſents lit- 
wars with France) and with tle woorth; though Caftomers know no more howe to call for 
irthe vie of Bookes of Rates, Subſidies of Tonnage and Poundage by rigour and extremitie, or 
in Queene Mories daye3. Seuere Inquifirions, for all their BooxssofRatrs, then our 


Parſons 
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Parſons and their YVicars know howto teach orlearne to wring 
VriMandTHvMMiMout of Ane, Ree, & Commyn,or thin- 
ges of ſmalleſt value, ,2uimy de minimis dicatur non curare Le- 
gem atleaſt ofno increaſe;or out of Aſovey it ſelfe orgaind for 
publique vſe and not for priuate gaine (as ſome preterid they 
ſhould) for all their TYTH1NG-T AB1.8; except they could 
perſwade it,that Summum [us were not Summa Iniuria,' which 
all ſo ſceke to ſhun , orchar Yſ/ury might bee hely, though the 
Maſſe beeprophane, Though CuftemersT ſay,can no more 
colle& the One, without difiracting Trafficke, ruining theyr 
Ports and diſquieting the State, then our Clergie can the O- 
ther without diſturbing Relig/on , Rifling Chriſtian {barity in 
the conſciences of Men, an diſquieting the Church, at leaſt 
their owne Pariſh;yer for doing their beſt endeuors, that by of. 
ten repetitions their Aydes might encreafe to the Souerargnes 
Honor, and Subiects wealth, according tothe Pattern and ve- 
ry beſt Example (that ever yet was ſcene) of the like on Landes 
and Goods : their milde Diſpoſitions were ſcornd and deſpiſed, 
their Seruices condemned, and themſclues ſer to ſchoole with 
Huxters,Haypyes, and bard hearted Men, that loue Cuitorwes and 
Subfidies,as Mice doe loue Cheeſe, and as bufic about Traf- 


ficke as Ratres in a Ship, riding cachin others necke,end all on. * 


their ſhoulders to keepe Cuſtomers downe, And to beate out 
diſorder by a great Confuſion, wrangle as it were with the verie 
Rules of Grammer, Clodius accuſans Mechums Catilina Cethe- 
gum, Ons tnlerit Gracchos de ſeditione querentes? Yea, bur for 
compating theſe two Swb/ideer rogether, this of Tonnage and 
Poundage,with that on Lands and Goods, being T winnes of one 
birth, borne vnder one Law,both nam*d at one Font, knowing 
no motiue but Love, no mould but Loyalty, no vic but Equity, 
no obicR but Roja/ty, and no ends bur the ſafety of the King 
and Commonwealth, without difference ar all, ſaue only this : 
that Tonnage and Pondage,to ſhew the greater Love,was giuen 
for terme of life, and the other by Parlementsare vſuallie rc-- 
newed, For comparing Iſay, but the bondage of the Oc, 
with the Freedom of the Other,& forewarning of miſchicfes at 
hand,and to come by the farming out ofeyther, a Cuſtomer of 
the Owt-ports was graciouſly chidden and {hent for his labour, 
Thus C»fomers atlaſt being put frem all the work that their 
Oaths hauc enioyned them, or their Bonds require ; that their 
Patents will and warrant Djſertis verbs znamely Cuſtemes and 
Subfidees of Tonnage and Pondage,and that wiſedom hath boun- 
ded betweene Art and Natwre, by Neceſsity and Free-wil (lca- 
uing Sapererogations to Ignorance and her Fellowes) whilſt the 
good they ſhould doe they cannot, and the good they would 


do,they may not, both in PRO & cMaintenaxce ſupplan , 
- re 


Quit pinxit Lz 0 N 23. Joo; das 


The W « 1 t & « beereof being borize under a Mo= 
NARCHY where Mat zsTY m2y be feene in the per=- 
ſon of aK1NnG, whoſe Sovsr aloxNty being fixed 
in the Goodnes of bis Load-fton:s attrathue ftil 


of Bullion,at STAPLES of bis owng, bee able 
fo ſub(it 2+ mike bis vubueRs bavpy b3.Cuſtoms 


and Exchange ; doth greatly retoyce, and labors to 
vpboldit with all bis beſt endeworsagainit all Ari- 
ſtocracies, Democracies, Olygarchyes or Popiſh 
Hyerarchies with their Exciſes, Impoſts & Ve 
fury.For,as in T 8 MP I x s for Religion(in doe+ 
*rine at leſt) & Covars of luſtice, ENGLAND S 
more happy then al! the wor 1d already diftriburiue « 
ly ; ſo were ber ST4p £5 but reſtaured, and the 
Rooftso” Cuſtome-houſes made but Winde-taght- 
end water tight in the runes and wants of Com « 
muratiue Right : He wold make verſes in prasfe 
» ber PRIN casandPiER BS and fing AL s 
INLYYAH fothe great KiNadf HEAVY BNe 


Heere might be added, that K.Ed 3.by bis 
coatrat made with Flanders, beſides the 
6r.2nſport of bis Staples & defence of their 
Ports by Sea, as well as bis own;did yeild 
and pay them, to defend their Frontiers, 
ſeauen ſcore thouſande poundes at 
foure payments within one ye ve, when the 
Once w-'s but xx A.that new 15 v.s, and 
110 wou d m1ke 2.1 ſcore thouſand, which 
argues the ſtore bee had then made of Bul- 
hon(beſides bis > upping)for the conqueſt . 
of France. An Eaw 3.ree1s Angl.14. & 
Fran 1, 1340. Ic mercredi apres mus 
quarelme. | 


Regula luris, 
Regula Ration. 


Nuietus eſt. 
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red Rill by others, and commanded cuen by thoſe that ſhould 
attend ypon them, like Bears tied to Stakes,fit now for nothing 
but bayring and beating, haue onely the freedome to ſtarue or 
live by ſhifts. And all forlackeof STApLEs. 

Habet et Muſca ſplenens,ct Formice ſua bilis ineſt, Net farre 
be it from (formers to value themſclus by diſgracing ofothers, 
For, All this notwithſtanding, They accuſe no man, for that is 
the Dexils part cuen fromthe beginning : nor are at warre with 
any fauc Witchcraft and Rebellion, being ready to acknowledge 
cuen againſt themſclues, that faults there are,euer were & ever 
willbe many, PzxRrrecTion knowes noRefidence but Hea- 
ven. And humbly deſiring to be truely taught their Leſſons, al 
they cry and call for,is but AD81T REGVLAzviz.ARVLEgto 

ide the whole and keepe the parts from ſwaruing (asafore- 

aid) not Empericke Inuentions,Italian Prefidenrs,or Examples 

of our Neighbors, which though they may illuſtrate, vyet have 
no power to warrant, Er vinitur ſemper Legibns tmtins quam Exe 
empls, And,all that by their Cantions they wiſh and fore= 
warne, is no more but this, Quam fruftra fit per plures quod fiers 
oportuit per pauciores, Since none proue Saints for ſeeming ſo 
to others, for all are bur men, & all haue ſuckr their Mothers, 
Alwayesprouided, that as all ſeruing at A/rars deſerue to live 
thereby ; ſo Connenance and CMaintenance may concurre with 
their Calling, 

In the meare ſeaſon, Toiuſtifie Cyfomers in all that is paſt, 
and make good their Apologies for the time yetto com,againſt 
al the impucations of Ignorance and hir Folower(in the Preface 
of their Myſtery of Iniquity more at large ſer downe ). this is 
their daily Comfort and Qaierz eft,namely: That by the lawes 
of G 0D and Natare,and all Nations to. Imputar: non debet Es 
per quem non tat, fi non facit, quod per Ipſum eſt faciendum, And 
the Reaſon runnes withall, Quis cu/pe caret ſemper que ſcit & 
prohibere nequit, 

Dihbge que bona ſunt, Reltum cole, Iuſtarequire: 
Hee faciens; alma P A Cu Quietmers, 
@ Bur Truth can haue no place ill Errors be: remoued. Thereforeheere rs 
make it plaine, that Trurhcuen in Cuſtomers was neuer yet ſuch Error, nor 
their vertues ſuch vice as the world hath bin told and long born in hand, They 
that hauc Eyes toſce, let them be pleaſd ro read, and, They that haue Eares 
toheare, bee moou'd roconfider, borh how —_— and Cuſtomes with 
Kings and Kingdemes ſtand and fall together, and how they live diſgracſt in- 
iuriouſly, For, whilft orderly Trafficke by Strangers at Staples maintai. 
= our Exchange, vpheld our Myats with Bulbon, our Exchequer with Money; 
our Ports with Cuſtomes a{well as Shipping, like a Nemoſe;t for Profite as ic 
was for Pleaſure; beſides harrs caſe & Honor,Proſperity and publique Peace 
aboundantly; as England was happy, ſo the name of a Cuſtomer, was a Title of 
Creditc, and their FunRions, if not honourable as the ancient Romances held 


ir 
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it, yet honeſt at the leaſt, and the very name of Subfidies of T omage & Pown- 
dage ſcarle heard of or knowne, till our Stpies being tranſplanted, our Staple ; 
Commodities from Mart-Townes beyond Seas, by Bills of F ſary, which Mer- Afmire SicredManrasrty 


chants call Exchange, returnd Vſury for Cuſtomes, the falling'of the One,was 4 K/7gs , Gods Lientenants 


the raiſing of the other.” Neceſsity ouer-taken and pur to her ſhifts, made bolde &f G o Ds 2pon Earth, obcy 
with Free-will, and toayde PREHEMINENCE, tranſcending to P & s- K19g Y Ivuſtice,c yeelde all due 
RoGATLYE turn'd Cuſtomes into Subſides of To#nage and Poundage , as if Honour to Kojall Prehemi- 
PREHEMINENCE the word of Higheſt Honor, and PREROGAT 1 YE Nence aboue al earthly Digni- 


the word of ſacred Reucrence were meerely Synonimas, and meant bur one fies and States whereſoener:Buc 


thing, and bounded Iuſtice which layes out all our R:ghts, were that boundlefle Le? n0t their Prerogatines Di- 
Mercy which makes vs all to liue, and Mercy it ſelfe in colle&rvg Subſides bur 12e/y mercifull, be thuught of 
a word of prophanenefle or ordinary thing, to Traffickes great diſorder, and % (v0\en without cx exiraor + 
Cuſtomers ſpeciall cumber. Bur howetheir beſt Endeuours in Collefing 4/7ary and more then bumane 


theſe Sublides by Mercie, Favour, and Lowe, (like thoſe on Landes and Googs) Terence, much leſſe proſaned + 


becameſuch deadly Sinne: the Kingdome neuer found, nor the Wiſedome of « #13 by miſtaking; ordinarily, 
our State did euer ſee ot feel, til the 4. loynr Superviſors, t591. were appoynted -» ; 
in LondontocaſtTRAFFI CKS water, and to teach all the @Gut-portes ww 7597 FEET OO, re 
refine their Subſidies, and finde our their Cuſtomes meraphylically. Theſe ac- 7 ond 4 Aon yos 
cuſd the Cuſtomers Phariſaically : and, as if Traffiche were a * ir that Zoo Cour 
wanted nought but wringing, condemnd them of Lerity, terming all their fa —,, 7/. 3/,,, 
wour, either Fraud or concealment; and, as if, The Moſt for the King (a Rule 5, ES | 
in the Exchequer) were not ſound and pure enough, too much or too little; by © * GS 
a new kind of Diſcipline, thought at the firſt that halfers were good Fithers,8& : 
then by raiſing Rates, Rules ot more Extremity, and Inſtruments of truſt, for 
1700,li. a yearc, quarterly well paide, yndertooke inthe Our-ports tro amend 
the publicke [i7rgje, and corre& Magnificat, ot for berter inſtruRion to whip 
Tratticke yp 10 Lowpon(that now beyond proportion ſwelles dayly thereby, 
and as a Babe/li'c roburſt, ſtrangely conteſtes both againſt and in ir ſelfe for 
the multicude of builvings) where, inlefle then 16.ycares they brought hir te 
be proſticure and (cr to publicke ſale!(a plus offrant) and as men confounded, 
and loſt inithcir worke, bezng put from the Plough, lefther arlaſt with ſhame 
enough to Far#2075, Who likewiſe boldly obcruding , and preten- 
ding publicke Good, by ploughing vppe the dead mould of all her fayreſt Fal- 
lowes, beſides their yearly Rent, hauec rak*t a maſſe of private wealth, bur 
= a world of harme : which makes her call for compoſt now, & crie alowde 
e Refs, 
The Conſequence whereof and dangers then depending(which the Kingdom 
now grones vnder) an Out-port Cuſtomer foreſecing and forewarning(his ſtan= 
ding made him ſee, and his ſeeing moud his confcience notto hold his peace) 
was ſen@uſly chidden and ſhent for his labor. Yer ſo farre off are Cuſtomers 
fron: $.,/ in this behalte, char cuen in theſe Subſidies they did their beſt Ende- : 
uours to prevent the worſt, | 
Thus Traffickein Gxs ar-Bar TAINE havinglong bene roſt & tum- 
bled from the Poſt to the Piller, from the Lime-kill ro the Cole-pit, like a horfle 
already tyred in a weary Wildgooſe chaſe (for 16. yearcs together) and hired 
out in Poſt inumediately withourdyer, drinke, or dreſzing ; being ficly here re- 
ſembled co a fertile Field or Ground, put from her wonted Tylth and natural 
kindly Seaſons, fo frangely plough'd vp, rak*rouer and ouer, and harrowed, 
that the dead mould appearing in her Foreakers and Furrowes, wakes hir cry 
alowd for helpe and cannor be releeued withourſome yearsof reft,to puther 
into ſtate againe, and recoucr iormer ſtrength: Let Experience nowe ſpeake 
out that Common Senſe raay iudge whether Cuſtomers haue nor reaſon yer ſtill 
to ſpeake for Traflicke for the contequences ſake, aſwell as for their Credits, 
For, if all men cuen by Nature may defire co be happy, and ayme withall at 
leaſt,ar the higheſt of their blifle. And of al worldly happinesifthe Wiſeſt do 


ackgowledge that the meanct is bur wealh and cepuration chicfc,Honor - ins 
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held a rctompence for all our lolſe beſides. If all , an vp their Vealth bur for 
Liberty to worke, ſeeing Nature yeclds no priuiledge for any robe idle, If al 
torgo their Libert;es for the purchaſe of their Lives. And if Liings Liber- 
11es , Lincs and all ſeeme nothing to our Credites. Nay, if Gob fo prize his 
holy name, that he is icalous of his Glory,to ſhew how his L1 BYTzsNANTS 
ſhould be curious of their Honors, whereof Bullion for their Coinage, and (#u- 
ſtomes for their Homage are eſſentially the Greateſt, and Catex*ochez the Beſt : 
T.ct noman thinke ir trange,preſumprion, or alecſt, to ſee an Out port (uſto- 
ver both ſpend himſclfc and all his beſt Endeuours for Traffickesreliefe, And 
with his SOVER AI GN 8B $ Honor, and all his Subic&s happinefcto ioyne 
lis owne Credit, ſeeing Cu{formes euen by Nature fo deto Marzsry, and 
wreathd to Kingly Crownes, that Cuſtomers and Kingdomes both ſtande and 
fall rogether. = InwhichrecſpeR iris, that the curious Eye of the Lawe ſtill 


* conſtant in her choiſe, cals them kindly by their Names, not Publicansinſcorn 


See the Preface of the Culio- 
mers Myſtery of Iniquitie, 
> his Alphabec & Primer, 


1%e carc of the Lawe 4 the 
£/0ice uf 4 Cuſtomer. 


4” Tudea The ſeat of Ture 
kh Infidelity. 


at/? owe 


Italy. Y ſu ies kingdome. 
« Netherlands. Trafficks 
Pargatery, 


". England , Traffickes 
Paradice. 


as 1gn#rance ſecmies toieſt, nor Sinners in deſpight more then other Men, as 
Hypocrific difſembles , nor doubting of their chriſtendome, as Impudency doth; 
fince none bur Iewes at leaſt refuſe to pay Cuſtomes but by compulſion, thar 
in regard of themſclucs call all che world Gentiles: but Cuſtomers onelie, or 
ColleRors of Cuſtomes, culling them forth (like Sheriffs in their ſhures)from 
among the beſt &> moſt ſufficient thit wiſedom can find,or choiſe afford,to attend vp6 
Trathcke,and in colleRing her Cuſtomes and Subfidies too of Tornage & poun- 
dage,of all Mcn moſt likely to deale inftly and wpr:ghtly betweene the Prince -ud 
the People , that M a 1 £ 8 T Y being ſcene ſtill withour ecclipling , and Sove- 
raignty at all hands made able roſubſiſt, Subictis may be happy. 

Now Cuſiomes 1 meanc, and Subſpdies roogbut indeede chicfely Cuſtomes, 
in regard of forraigne Bullion, which and alone could wee once 
againe be caught diftinRly to colle&, would caſe all our Greetes, treble al our 
Fees, belides our Rewards, and ſoreſtore our Credites,and pay for Traffickes 
phyſficke, thar icaloufly might go ſleepe,and Suſpition take ſome reſt. 

Cuftomes ſtill 1 ſay, bur marke whar Cuſtomes,for I meane not ſuch Cuſtomer, 
as the conquering Rowanes devild and impoſdon the ſtuburne and ſtit necked 
lewes, whoſc Tributes like curſes of divine luftice tocurbe and keepe them 
ynder, were returndand payde with Vſury : and whoſe Publicafis wurnd ſuch 
Chriſtians as taught the foundation of Religion to others, though their 4d- 
guntts, (Socij, Predes and Mancipes) were Harpics and Sinners. 

Nor ſuch Cuſtomes as Tyrany hath invented and daily doth impoſe ypon en- 
thralled Subic&s,to ſtand yp aloft on, and raiſe itſclfc by. 

Nor ſuch as tumultuous wars haue forced our Neighbors to deviſe & impoſe 
both:vpon and among themſclues ro deicnd both their Liucs & liberties by. 

Bur ſuch Cuftones as Mildneſſe and Mercy,relecuing all our Neighbors,(being 
Friends and Allies,)the Wiſedome of our State hathinveſted our Kjngs with, 
roſhew the MALES Ty and SoveRahlcntyof our Kingdome by, 

Such Cuſtones as demonſtratiuely ſhewing both the reall pofſeſyion & aftuall 
proteCtion our Soweraignes hauc and hold of cuery Mans wealth, leaue nor- 
withſtanding ro cach of their Subics his Mewm and Tuwm, and full vic of his 
Owne. 

Laſtly,ſuch Cuſtomes as like the caſfieſt kind of Quitrents of a fertile Fee-Farm, 

ihew the Bounty of the Landlord, & Goodnes of the Mawnowr.The defrauding 

— _ worthily forfeit all pofſcfsion and proteion of the immediate 
ree-holder, 

For Cuſiomes of themſclues, and properly taken, howſoeuer now their name 


| lixe Gold onevery Pill make themſelves tobe abuſed are thoſe Lewiora Tri= 


buta whereby the ancient Romanes, in rayfing their Empire belaide alwayes 
Trafficke and won her from their Neighbours, and glorying as it were in the 
mildnefſe of their Cuſtomers, madethe wiſcſt of their Senate publikely to fay, 
Non eſſe leniores i Tibia exigendes Grecos quan noſiros Publicanss, Hins enim eſt 

g#0d 
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quod C aunt nuper ex lnſulis que erant Rhodys a Sy{la 4!tribute, ad Senatum confuge- Ci crro; 


14nt vt Nobu potius vetligalia penderent quum Rhodys . Namely, ſmall and cafic 7 c uofeq wi wr rains 


payments of ready currant Money, te Cuſtomers at their Ports, for ſuch Staple | 
Commodities, as( — their Bullon) Strangers there had bought, aud DPD »:x7 47 
by ſpeciall Cerrificate both of quantity and quality, for Number, Warght, and | 
P alue, with the Staple Scale for the Kings Honor, and Kingdomes Credue, 
before they croſt the Seas came warranted thither, 
The Face of which Cuſtemes being heere burthus laide open, their Vſe by 
praRtiſe but once againe made known,would make the world inloue withthe 
bleſsings of this Kingdome,and withal admire and reverence the Prudence of 
this Land. The zeale wherof only without fide or ſelfe reſpeRts, asit hath al- 
ready preuented all my Studies, almoſt conſumd my ſelfe, and yer remaynes 
the Motiue to all my beſt Endeuours; (for borne within a Monarchie, and. 
Seruanrt to a King, I hope to end wy dayes ; Let others talke of Tyrany, Repub- 
lickes, or Free-ftates az they pleaſe) ſo ir made me to ſpeak our in my Myſtery of 
Iniquity, That ſince thoſe ancient Etbnicke Romaxes by the &nly light of Reaſon 
did hold it for their Glory, that in Tributis exigendis their Cuſtomers were found 
to be Grecis Leniores; Let not Chriſtian Policy,come ſhort of Infidelity, 'in Milde- 
nefſe and Mercy to our Neighbors and Friends, but ſend away Exiremity with 
all fraud & ſhifts re their natiue homes and reſidence. Let Italy haue hir 1mpoſts 
rogether with the Stews. Leaue Tyrants to obtrufion & Extortionto the Jewes: 
Send Pride to the Pope and the Maſſe away to Rome, with all kinds of Yſiry, by 
way of Flanders home. And helpe K1xcs to Bullion, that their Bounties may ; 
be knowne. For, as G © Þ by his Goodneſſe makes allhis Creatures happy; ſo, | | 


KrNGs by their Bovn TYandSTAPL Sof theirowne, Arleaſt-wife in” ps 
GnEraTt-BRITAINE where BovnrTyYnowcommands.l mean at home, A Generall Note or ſpeciall 
ſtill in England by Engliſh Staples. Or elſe farewell (weer * TRAFFICK x, Remembrance. 

and with her farewell Cuſtomes: with whom farewell Iuflice, ſo farewell true|* By Taarricxt heereand 


' Kelizion (for theſe two go together) and then farewell ALL, Bur, ;euery wher of Cuſtomers wrie 
tings, vnderſtand that Or- 


In Magnis voluiſſe ſat eſt,ſint cetera D 1 vv M. \derly Commerce , which fixed 
Et Magna Magnus,perficit D x v * STAPLES giues the life & 
:_— + —_— ighr of Kingly Iuſtice, to all 


CONCLVSTO. © 


© Yiderint interea,bic plane iam tandem,Re1-PyBr r cx Parns, o& P Ark ys « Faresand Markets Commu- 
Consn1 pr 1,quiminique comparatum ſit, (tim regia MA1ESTAT 1 s| {4inely, asirdoth by Termes 
in®eſtminfter ball, to all 


1pſous eclipſt, cum'Regni totius ataxia) vt, quod Optimo vel Inre, Optimus tant ro 

ol;m deſtinatum fit Munus ; Ho minum nun. peſtimis, & vnlgivituperiis concul Courts ellwhere difiribu+ 

candum profternetur. (t;uely,and as Chriſtian reli- 
gion being truely ruughr ar 


TeMPrxs,extends it ſclfe to Chappels & all Pariſh Chureves withun the Kingdome, Apoſtolically: And to ſuch 


as admiring the confuſed Commerce and Trafticke now in London by Bils of Exchange,dildainfully obie& 


that England neuer wanted, neither could nor would want Trafficke, for all the Contemplations of Cufio- - 


mers forStaples:'Let this be but replyde. That Y ſury being ſo common now as it ſeemes to be in London, by 


Bils of Intereſt which Merchants terme Exchange, that it yndermines the Kingdome, ſhewes that as confu- 


ſed Commerce may be ſayd to be Traffiche, ſo that England wants no Sinne, nor euer wil-be wanting, by ſuch 
kinde of Trafficke what ere become of Cuſtomers for want of Staples : bur woe betides all Sinners and 
abertors of diſorder,as wittingly and wilfully are furtherers of ſuch Trafficke, both in Church and (ommon- 
wealth, For,Go D is a Gob of Order, andnor of Confuſion. E - 


"——— —— 


THomMAs MILLEsS, | 
Cuſtomer of Kzxr,viz,of the Town and Port of SANDw1 CHE, and the Mem- 
ber Ports belonging; namely RocuesTER,M1rtton,FeveRSHRM & Dover, 
whoſe Free STAPLE heretofore fixed in the Metropolitane City of Cantor» 
BYRY,being tranſported croſſe the Seas to Carats, drewe TRarricxs oucr 
thither, which ſince the lofſe of Catars, neither ſerled, nor wel vſcd,” nor in- 
decede well ynderſtood or knowne, ſtill warmes the bloode of other 
L ands,and tarues our owne at home. 


A prin Ce pt FA Ende . 


